


Surah Al-Ikhlas word by word
Verse Arabic Say Meaning

1 قُلْ  qul Say

وَ هُ  huwa He

هُ  لَّ ال allāhu (is) Allah

حَدٌ أَ aḥadun the One

2 هُ  لَّ ال allāhu Allah

مَدُ الصَّ aṣ-ṣamadu the Eternal, the Absolute

3 لَمْ  lam Not

لِدْ يَ  yalid He begets

لَمْ وَ walam and not

لَدْ يُو  yūlad He is begotten

4 لَمْ وَ walam And not

يَكُن  yakun is

هُ لَّ  lahu for Him

وًا فُ كُ kufuwan equivalent

حَدٌ أَ aḥadun any [one]

Sounds to listen for

Every verse ends on d (aḥad, aṣ-ṣamad, yūlad, aḥad): at the stop it bounces with a small echo, the qalqalah.

Qul with a q from the back of the throat; aḥad with a breathy ḥ, not an English h.

The l of Allāh is heavy here, said with a full mouth, because an a comes before it.

Aṣ-ṣamad: the l of "al" merges into a heavy, doubled ṣ.

Yakun lahū is read yakul-lahū: the n merges into the l with no nasal sound.

Kufuwan aḥad: the n of -an is said clearly before the a.

When it is recited

Morning and evening, three times, with Al-Falaq and An-Nas (Sunan Abi Dawud 5082).

Before sleep: blow into cupped hands and wipe over the body, three times (Sahih al-Bukhari 5017).

Equal to a third of the Quran (Sahih al-Bukhari 5013).
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